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Draft criteria and conditions

The following draft guidelines had been intended to be annexed to the rules of procedure for
the MinisterialConference and the GeneralCouncil, as contained indocument PC/IPL/9. At itsmeeting
on 18 November, the Sub-Committee did not approve these guidelines, and agreed that they be
transmitted, as a basis for future work, to the WTO's General Council (PC/IPL/M/9, item A(ii)).

_________

1. The purpose of observer status for international intergovernmental organizations (hereinafter
referred to as "organizations") in the WTO is to enable these organizations to follow discussions therein
on matters of direct interest to them.

2. Requests for observer status shall accordingly be considered from organizations which have
competence and a direct interest in trade policy matters, or which, pursuant to paragraph V:1 of the
WTO Agreement, have responsibilities related to those of the WTO.

3. Requests for observer status shall be made in writing to the WTO body in which such status
is sought, and shall indicate the nature of the work of the organization and the reasons for its interest
in being accorded such status. Requests for observer status from organizations shall not, however,
be considered for meetings of the Committee on Budget, Finance and Administration [or of the Dispute
Settlement Body].

4. Requests for observer status shall be considered on a case-by-case basis by each WTO body
to which such a request is addressed, taking into account such factors as the nature of work of the
organization concerned, the nature of its membership, the number of WTO Members in the
organization, reciprocity with respect to access to proceedings, documents and other aspects of
observership, and whether the organization has been associated in the past with the work of the
CONTRACTING PARTIES to GATT 1947.

./.

1These guidelines shall apply also to other organizations referred to by name in the WTO Agreement.
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5. In addition to organizations that request, and are granted, observer status, other organizations
may attend meetings of the Ministerial Conference, the General Council or subsidiary bodies on the
specific invitation of the Ministerial Conference, the General Council or the subsidiary body concerned,
as the case may be. Invitations may also be extended, as appropriate and on a case-by-case basis, to
specific organizations to follow particular issues within a body in an observer capacity.

6. Organizations with which the WTO has entered into a formal arrangement for cooperation
and consultation shall be accorded observer status in such bodies as may be determined by that
arrangement.

7. Organizations accorded observer status in a particular WTO body shall not automatically be
accorded such status in other WTO bodies.

8. Representatives of organizations accorded observer status may be invited to speak at meetings
of the bodies to which they are observers normally after Members of that body have spoken. The
right to speak does not include the right to circulate papers or to make proposals, unless an organization
is specifically invited to do so, nor to participate in decision-making.

9. Observer organizations shall receive copies of the main WTO documents series and of other
documents series relating to the work of the subsidiary bodies which they attend as observers. They
may receive such additional documents as may be specified by the terms of any formal arrangements
for cooperation between them and the WTO.

10. If for any one-year period after the date of the grant of observer status, there has been no
attendance by the observer organization, such status shall cease. In the case of sessions of the Ministerial
Conference, this period shall be two years.




