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COMMUNICATION FROM ARGENTINA

Draft Offer on Basic Telecommunications

The following communication is circulated at the request of Argentina to members of the
Negotiating Group on Basic Telecommunications.

_______________

In accordance with the decision adopted in the Negotiating Group on Basic Telecommunications
of the World Trade Organization, Argentina hereby submits its draft conditional schedule on basic
telecommunications.

The accompanying draft schedule is conditional upon a satisfactory final outcome of the
negotiations on a broad MFN basis.

Argentina reserves the right to modify, reduce or withdraw all or part of its offer at any time
prior to the conclusion of the negotiations on basic telecommunications. It also reserves the right to
make technical changes, modifications and corrections.

This schedule contains commitments which reflect the legal and regulatory framework currently
in force in Argentina.

With respect to regulatory principles, Argentina is adopting as additional commitments the
principles set out in the Annex which forms part of the present offer.
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ANNEX

1. INTERCONNECTION

1.1 The enterprises which own the public telephone network must provide services suppliers
non-discriminatory access to the public network under conditions of competition, within the limits of
availability.

1.2 The terms, prices and conditions of interconnection must be non-discriminatory.

1.3 Interconnection prices must cover the costs plus a reasonable profit margin.

1.4 Interconnection agreements shall be negotiated freely by the parties and approved by the
Regulatory Authority. Once approved they must be published.

1.5 If no agreement can be reached, then any supplier of services may call upon the regulatory
Authority to establish the terms, conditions and prices of interconnection.

1.6 Any supplier may lease circuits from the owners of the public telephone network in order to
supply services for which his licence provides. Such leases must be granted on non-discriminatory
conditions and on the basis of the costs plus a reasonable profit margin.

2. SAFEGUARDING COMPETITION

2.1 Any supplier of services under conditions of competition may challenge any term, price or
condition of an interconnection agreement for a service supplied under conditions of competition which
is discriminatory or anti-competitive or otherwise favours a subsidiary of the basic services exclusive
licence-holders.

2.2 Once the period of exclusivity has expired, the basic services licence-holders must interconnect
with the networks of the new competitors and may not limit their users' access to the networks of the
competing suppliers.

2.3 The Regulatory Authority shall adopt the measures necessary to prevent the abuse of market
power.

3. INDEPENDENCE OF THE REGULATOR

3.1 The Regulatory Authority shall be independent of the services suppliers.

3.2 The Regulatory Authority shall have powers sufficient to settle disputes between services suppliers
and to review and approve interconnection agreements, so as to ensure that those agreements comply
with the provisions of Sections 1 and 2 of this Annex.




