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ACCESSION OF PANAMA

Communication from Panama

The Government of Panama has submitted the following information concerning requirements
for the import of certain industrial products into the Republic of Panama.

_______________

REQUIREMENTS FOR THE IMPORT OF CERTAIN INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTS
INTO THE REPUBLIC OF PANAMA

Explanation of Letters in the Key

Key Explanation

A An application must be made through a lawyer, to the Minister for Government and
Justice, for the import of weapons and ammunition.

B A request in the form of an application to the Minister for Government and Justice
through a lawyer, accompanied by the reasons for the import; request for the transfer
and use of explosives; endorsement of the Harmonized Customs Assessment.

C Military weapons may only be imported by the State or by individuals if they are for
the State or to be re-exported.

D Application to the Marine Resources Department of the Ministry of Trade and Industry
through a lawyer, indicating the common and scientific names of the non-indigenous
species for cultivation which it is desired to import, together with the country of origin.

E Application to the Security Office of the Panama Fire Department for the import, storage
and retail and wholesale sale of Christmas trees and application for the import of
electrical fire detection systems.

F Information given to the legal technical police (Policía Técnica Judicial) on imports,
exports and local trade in essential chemical precursors and substances; to prevent
their diversion to illicit drug-processing laboratories.

G Foodstuffs and beverages that have undergone any form of processing or conservation
and are sold in containers, bottles or packaging of any form, must have a sanitary
registration granted by the Ministry of Health's Division for the Control of Foodstuffs
and Veterinary Supervision.

*This document cancels and replaces WT/ACC/PAN/8 issued on 26 July 1996.
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Legal bases: Decree 256 of 13 June 1962, Decree 1195 of 3 December 1992.

H Medicines and similar products, for example, cosmetics, hygiene and cleaning products
and disinfectants for domestic use, must have a sanitary registration granted through
the Ministry of Health's Department of Pharmaceuticals and Drugs, for which the
certificate authorizing sales in the country of origin must be submitted.
Legal bases: Decree 93 of 16 February 1962, Decree 665 of 25 August 1993,
Decree 248 of 25 June 1990.

I Materials deemed to be dangerous (inflammable, corrosive, explosive, irritant gases,
oxidizingagents etc.) must receive the endorsement of theSecurity Office of the Panama
Fire Department before leaving the customs area.
Legal basis: Article 27 of Law 48 of 1963, Chapter VI of the Regulations of the
Security Office.

J The import of crude petroleum and petroleum products into a petroleum-free zone is
subject to a request, through a lawyer, to the Directorate-General of Hydrocarbons
of the Ministry of Trade and Industry (MICI) for registration as an importer; the
conclusion of a free zone agreement with the MICI or possession of an operating permit
as a user in a free zone, issued by the Directorate-General of Hydrocarbons; a contract
for the leasing of installations with the administration of the petroleum-free zone where
it is proposed to operate.
Legal bases: Decree No. 29 of 14 July 1992 and Decree No. 26 of 6 May 1993.

Import of crude petroleum and petroleum products into the domestic market requires
the following: the importer must be registered as such with the Directorate-General
of Hydrocarbons of MICI; possess a type-A commercial licence (for wholesale sale);
own or rent installations for the storage and handling of the products, approved by
the Security Office of the Panama Fire Department; imported petroleum products must
meet the quality specifications laid down by the National Standards and Industrial
Technology Commission; in addition to tariffs on each product, payment of a protection
tariff on those products which local refineries also produce, currently (June 1996) fixed
at 17 per cent and to be decreased annually by 1 per cent down to 5 per cent in the
year 2008.

In the cases laid down in Article 6 of Decree No. 29 of 14 July 1992, petroleum
products may be imported free of the protection tariff: stocks in local refineries fall
below the established figure (10 days); local refineries are selling above the parity
price fixed by the Directorate-General of Hydrocarbons; unforeseen events affecting
production in local refineries. Aviation fuel is not subject to the protection tariff either;
petroleum products sold to the Canal area; sales to used vessels for international
transport and trade; imports for the Instituto de Recursos Hidraulicos y Electrificación
(Water Resources and Electricity Institutue) to be used to generate electricity.
Legal bases: Decree No. 29 of 14 July 1992, amendments and regulations thereto;
Decree No. 26 of 6 May 1993; and Legal Contract No. 35 of 31 December 1992
between the Panama Refinery and the State.

K Agricultural chemicals (fertilizers) must have a sanitary registration granted by the
Ministry of Health's Department of Pharmaceuticals and Drugs.
Legal basis: Decree 93 of 16 February 1962.
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GENERAL NOTE

SINCE THE INFORMATION WAS RECEIVED BY PRODUCT, THE PRODUCTS HAVE BEEN
REFLECTED IN TARIFF LINES. PRODUCTS WHICH IT WAS NOT POSSIBLE TO PLACE
IN A TARIFF CLASSIFICATION ARE LISTED BELOW FOR EACH CATEGORY:

D Marine Resources

- Non-indigenous species for cultivation

F Judicial Technical Police - Chemical Precursors and Substances

- Lysergic acid
- Benzyl cyanide
- N-ethylephedrine
- N-ethylpseudoephedrine
- Phenylpropanolamine
- Red phosphorus
- 3.4 Methylenedioxyphenyl -2- Propanone
- N-methylpseudoephedrine
- Norpseudoephedrine
- Pseudoephedrine
- Trichloroethylene

I Fire Department:

- Raw material for manufacturing inks
- Spirits and concentrates
- Raw material for manufacturing paint
- Amines (ethylamine, triethylamine, etc.)
- Inflammable solids (naphthalene, camphor, etc.)
- Lighter fuel
- Liquid correctors for ink
- Aerosols
- Magnesium
- Red and yellow phosphorus
- Asphalt and products
- Adhesives (solvent-based)
- Nitrocellulose (resin)
- Acids and hydroxides
- Calcium carbide for manufacturing acetylene
- Toluene and polyol diisocyanate (for polyfoam)
- Materials and accessories for liquified petroleum

Source: Foreign Trade Council of the Republic of Panama, based on information provided by the
institutions concerned.
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